Advisory Committee on Undergraduate Admissions
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Statement on the Evaluation of Candidates for Admission
In evaluating candidates for undergraduate admission, the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill seeks to shape the entering class so that its collective strengths will foster excellence within the University community; enhance the education of everyone within it; provide
for the leadership of the educational, governmental, scientific, business, humanistic, artistic,
and professional institutions of the state, nation, and world; and enrich the lives of all the people of North Carolina.
In so doing, we aim to help the University fulfill its stated mission: to serve “the people of the
state, and indeed the nation, as a center for scholarship and creative endeavor,” and to be “a
community engaged in original inquiry and creative expression, while committed to intellectual
freedom, to personal integrity and justice, and to those values that foster enlightened leadership for the state and nation,” and indeed the world.
The qualities we seek in each class are those that foster such a community, including intellect,
talent, curiosity, and creativity; leadership, kindness, and courage; honesty, perseverance, perspective, and diversity. Although we expect each successful candidate to demonstrate strength
in many of these areas, we do not expect every candidate to be equally strong in all of them.
Just as there is no formula for admission, there is no list of qualities or characteristics that every applicant must present.
In shaping the class, we evaluate individual candidates rigorously, holistically, and sympathetically. We seek to assess the ways in which each candidate will likely contribute to the kind of
campus community that will enable the University to fulfill its mission. This assessment requires not only that we note the achievements and potential of each applicant but also that we
understand the context within which achievements have been realized and potential forged.
These comprehensive and individualized evaluations, taken together, do not aim to maximize
any single, narrow outcome—for example, the average SAT score or the average eventual
GPA of the entering class. Rather, they aim to draw together students who will enrich each
other’s education, strengthen the campus community, contribute to the betterment of society,
and help the University achieve its broader mission.
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